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Historical Linguistics and History of Linguistics
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Answer Five questions (05) only selecting at least two questions from each part.
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Part 1 - Historical Linguistics
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Write an introduction to the field of Historical linguistics.
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Explain the concept of ‘language family’ and point out the language family to which
Sinhala and English belong.
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Illustrate ‘phonemic merger’ and ‘phonemic complict’ by giving examples from any
known language.
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‘Language Borrowing® enriches the vocabulary of a language. Prove this through
Sinhala or English.
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Part II - History of Linguistics
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Discuss why the ancient Indian language studies are significant in the study of history
of Linguistics.

‘DOBS wmy gbom 5106 §8ed B 8w’ B®eaxsin.
‘Language studies in the west were originated in ancient Greece.” Discuss.
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Point out the contribution of ‘Ferdinand De Saussure’ towards the development of
Linguistics.
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Discuss the Linguistic studies of Leonard Bloomfield and J.R. Firth.
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