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Japan has four seasons: spring, summer, autumn and winter. Each season has its own
important part to play in the lives of the Japanese people.

Spring lasting from March through April into May is a time when plum and cherry
blossoms are gloriously in bloom throughout Japan. Cherry blossoms begin to bloom in
Okinawa, where it is warmer and, over a period of two months, continue to bloom as far

north as Hokkaido. The gradual movement north of the blossoming cherries is referred to as
I(HHEATA

“PeATAZ”. When you look at the map, it is possible to understand this movement of cherry
blossoms.

From late spring into early summer, Japan, except Hokkaido, experiences the rainy

season. The rainy season is an important season for people working in agriculture. People use
nH 2 W

the expression “ZEHg[” to refer to a year when only a small amount of rain falls. Lack of

rain affects the rice harvest.
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