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Read the following passages and answer the following questions.
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Translate the following passages into Sinhala or English.
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Translate the following passage into Japanese. (The same passage is given in English.)
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Foreign students of the Japanese language often come to me asking “I want to read the
newspaper; is it difficult?”or “How many kanji do | need to know before | can read the
newspaper?”To these questions | always reply, “Newspapers are more difficult than textbooks,
but studying them is a lot of fun.” Since text books are written for foreigners, they are best for
learning essential Japanese. The purpose of news papers is to convey information to Japanese
readers, and they are written in a more ordinary style of Japanese. The unique writing style of
Newspapers may make them difficult to read at first. Yet once you become capable of reading
them, you will be able to gain the same information as the Japanese. It is without a doubt worth
the effort it takes to learn how to read Japanese newspapers.

First , though, you must familiarize yourself with the unique writing style employed in Japanese
papers. Even among people who have long studied Japanese and have no problems reading
Japanese literature and history books, there exist many who have a hard time with newspapers.
These people generally have their kanji and grammar down pat, but cannot understand
newspaper articles because they are not familiar with the various events in Japan that form the
background of their articles.
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Write an essay in Japanese on one of the following topics.Kanji characters should be used as far as

possible.
1. FANR—FEELEFS TWVHEAR—Y
2. NEEOHBOKES
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