
 

 

Course Code  : ECON E 1025 

  Title                            :    EconomicHistoryandComparative EconomicDevelopment 

Type   : Core 

Learning Outcomes:         At the end of this course, students will be able to explain and 

describe the economic history of Britain as a pioneer development 

country from ancient period to world war second and economic 

condition of Sri Lanka from the ancient and medieval period to the 

end of the British period and explain and describe the various 

stages of economic development ofcountries and the inception and 

development and  practiceof various economic policies'   

Course contents       :  Part I – Economic History      

             

    Economic condition of Sri Lanka during the ancient and   

    medieval period and the Rajakariyasystem, Economic   

    policies implemented by the British from 1796 to 1833, 

     Colebrook reforms, Beginning of the plantation industry,  

   The problems of South Indian labor,   

     British land policy and subsistence economy of Sri Lanka,  

  Development of transportation, Labor movement, 

 

  Part II – Comparative Economic Development 

 

  Dissolution of the feudal system, Agricultural development, 

 Industrial development, Commercial and tariff policies, 

 Development of transportation, Rise of workers’ movements    

with special reference to England, France, German, Russia,    

Japan and China. 

 

Methods of TeachingandLearning: Seminars, Study guides, Tutorials, Assignments   

       

  Scheme of Assessment   : Assignment 20%, Written Examination 80% 

 

Recommended Readings          : Bernie, A; (1957), An Economic of British Isles, 

 Methuen andCharles Black, London.  



 

Court W. H.B; (1962), A Concise Economic History 

ofBritain,Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.  

 

 Hamilton, H; (1947), History of the Unwing 

Homeland, London,George Allen and Unwin Ltd.  

 

Snodgrass, D.R; (1966), Ceylon an Export 

Economyin Transition, The Economic Growth 

Centre, Yale University,Illinois. 

Mendis G.C; (1956), Colbrooke – Camaran Papers, 

Vol 2. Oxford University Press,London 

Anier Ali; (1972), Peasant Coffee in Ceylon during 

the 19
th

 Century, CJHSS, Vol.2, No. 1 Jan – June 

1972.  
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