
Type:   Core 

Course Code:  CHCU E1025 

Title: Religions of Sri Lanka and Diverse Christian Churches  

Pre-requisites:  General requirements for entrance to CDCE 

Aims and Objectives: The main objective of this course is to present a basic understanding of the doctrine, worship, life 

and discipline of Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam and to point out that even though many persons 

claim to be followers of Jesus of Nazareth, there is a diversity of expression of this claim as 

represented by the many different Christian Churches 

Learning Outcomes: The students will learn the basic tenets of Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam, and the similarities and 

differences among diverse Christian Churches. 

Course Content:  

Part I: Religions of Sri Lanka 

1. The doctrine, culture, worship and discipline of Hinduism. 

2. The doctrine, culture, worship and discipline of Buddhism. 

3. The doctrine, culture, worship and discipline of Islam.  

Part II: Diverse Christian Churches 

1. The interaction with Judaism, and the basic characteristics of the Church as found in the Acts of 

the Apostles. 

2. The doctrinal issues arising as a result of the interaction with the Greco-Roman culture; the 

separation of the Eastern Churches which accept only the first three councils. 

3. The separation of the Eastern Churches which accept only the first seven councils; the 

controversies which caused this division. 

4. The historical and cultural background of the Lutheran Reformation; the characteristics of the 

Churches founded by Luther, Zwingli and Calvin; the Anglican Church. 

5. The history and doctrinal background of the following Churches: Baptist, Methodist, Adventist, 

Salvation Army, and Jehovah's Witnesses. 

6. The origin and development of the "Free Churches" and the phenomenon of "Christian 

Fundamentalism".  

 

 

Methodology:  Lectures, discussions, visual aids and presentations. 

Scheme of Evaluation:  

Year-end examination. 
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