Subject: BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY

Bachelor of Arts Degree Programme

Revised Curriculum

Center for Distance and Continuing Education, 2021
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Year | Semester | Course Code | Course Title Compulsory
Study /Optional Credits
Philosophical Background and Compulsory 4
1 1&2 BUPH 18214 | Basic Principles of Early
Buddhism
BUPH 18224 Development of Buddhist Compulsory 4
Thought
Buddhist Analysis of Mind and Compulsory 4
2 | 3&4 |BYPHZB2LA | p\phidhamma Studies
BUPH 28224 Bu_ddhlst Ethic and Social Compulsory 4
Philosophy
Metaphysical Propositions and Compulsory 4
3 5&6 BUPH 38214 Inter-religious Understanding
BUPH 38224 Buddhist Epistemology, Logic Compulsory 4




Course Code:

BUPH 18214

Compulsory/
Optional:

Compulsory

Course Name:

Philosophical Background and Basic Principles of Early
Buddhism

Intended
Learning
Outcomes:

At the completion of this course unit, the student will be able to

» identify the Indian Philosophical background.

» define the technical terms of Buddhist Philosophy

» develop an interest in the Indian Philosophical background.

» explain the Indian philosophical background that led to the
origin of Buddhism.

» display an interest in Buddhist Studies.

» point out complicated Philosophical thoughts are hindrance
for the realization of truth.

> illustrate the evolution of Indian Philosophy.

» identify fundamentals of early Buddhist teachings.

» develop proficiency in analyzing fundamentals of early
Buddhist teachings from different viewpoints

> analyze the Five Aggregates, twelve Faculties and eighteen
Elements.

» evaluate the significance of three characteristics.

» point out the ethical significance of Middle Path.

» distinguish the uniqueness of Dependent Origination

Course Content

Pre-vedic period: religious and philosophical trends, various beliefs
and practices. vedic period: polytheism and its special characteristics,
monotheism, religious and philosophical trends reflected therein.
brahmana period: Formation of religion, sacrifice, aranyaka and
upanisad period: Search for ultimate reality and means of
knowledge, theory of soul, concept of Brahman, evolution of Indian
philosophy: eternalism, materialism and the religious views related
to them. sramana thought and traditions: @jivaka, jarila, paribrajaka,

etc. Six heretical teachers and their philosophies, akiriyavada,




niyativada, amaravikkhepavada, pubbekata hetuvada and Jainism.

Early Buddhism, its nature, objectives and uniqueness, primary
sources of early Buddhism, analytical study of being and the world,
analysis of aggregates, twelve faculties, eighteen elements, three
characteristics, its universality, theory of soullessness and its
significance, Dependent Origination and synthesis reflected therein,
primary and secondary objectives of Dependent Origination,
contemporary religious views and Dependent Origination, Four
Noble Truths, reality of human life and cessation reflected therein,
un-satisfactoriness and release from it, Middle Path and synonymous
terms, karma, karmic retribution, rebirth, cycle of existence,
distinctive characteristics reflected therein, inter-relationship of the
fundamentals of early Buddhist teachings.

Teaching Lectures, Discussions, Assignments, Workshop
/Learning All should be presented by using LMS (As PowerPoint
Activities: presentation), Using web search and self-studies methods.
Assessment Written exam (100 marks) or written exam (80 marks) +
Strategy: assignments (20marks) at end of the academic year.
Recommended o mEuHD. BEmues, (1963), ©0Bw ¢Cwnzm  @Bwee, Cuss  ©Bo
. @cslmed®53nd, emied.
Reading: e®mBIe 88, edreEn®. (1997), 09D ¢dswz Hedaw, DICERE.

seeiechn 88, 018edes’, (1960), 0edln goewsy e@Ild w@wwd,
Qepetdn) e B8OINO, EIER.

o OC®EmD, HO®E, (1994), @i ovdo ¢bomodd eI aws
gIemead, ®d.

o BedResind, DI, (1985), @8 0PIl Sxtpmw - wE200m, eviRed
3 B®INE®, eER.

o OO, D, O, (1987), @9dd ¢Cwzes @ O0esns, ©@RIEW
03B OLBBOIG, @CcBOE.

o ®IN0® 88 05308, (1996), & FHees@cs @1 EO0es 910G, emIED,

Course Code: BUPH 18224

Compulsory/ Compulsory

Optional:

Course Name: Development of Buddhist Thought
Intended At the completion of this course unit, the student will be able to
Learning
Outcomes:

» identify the relationship of the teachings of early Buddhist
Schools and early Buddhist thought.

» distinguish various viewpoints that led to schism.

» explain the influence of sectarian views on the history of
Buddbhist Philosophy.




» point out how the Buddhist thought gradually developed.

» compare and contrast various arguments put forward by the
various schools of Buddhist thought.

> explain the newly developed Buddhist concepts.

» distinguish the theoretical significance of their arguments to
resolve religious and philosophical issues.

» survey the causes that led to the origin of mahayana Buddhist
thought.

» identify the fundamentals of mahayana Buddhist teachings.

> illustrate the ethical and spiritual significance of perfections.

» compare and contrast the different characteristics of
Bodhisattva and Buddha concepts

» identify pratityasamutpada, siunyata and middle path.

» explain the three-fold nature of world.
» distinguish similarities and dissimilarities between the

teachings of early Buddhist schools and mahayana teachings.
» point out the significance of madyamaka and yogacara
vijiianavada teaching.
» describe main theories and prominent teachers of Tantrism.

» understand of how ideas and methods in the discipline have
developed or changed

Course Content

Various viewpoints existent among disciples on Dhamma and
Vinaya at the time of the Buddha, analytical teachings in early
Buddhism, various causes that led to schism, latent trends,
background for second Buddhist Council, mahisanghikas, their
origin and fundamental teachings, origin of lokottaravada, concept
of Buddha in lokottaravada. Origin of theravada and fundamental
teachings. puggalavada and its origin, use of early Buddhist
discourses as evidence in substantiation of their arguments,
sarvastivada, their teachings and significance, concept of Dhamma

in sarvastivada and trend towards the negation of person,




sautrantikas, significance of their theory of moments and concept of

Dhamma. Similarities and dissimilarities among Buddhist schools.

Philosophical background of the origin of mahayana Buddhism;
Introduction to mahayana sitra literature, Bodhisattva ideal and the
fulfillment of perfections; Bodhicitta, pranidhana and dasabhiimi,
mahayana concept of Buddha and the concept of trikaya, origin of
central philosophy (madhyamika) and its main teachings; critique of
the concepts of soul and soullessness; the middle path, dependent
co-origination and relativism, origin of yogagcara idealism and its
main theories, threefold nature (trisvabhava); divisions of
consciousness-pravrtti; manana and alaya, , The Tantrism, its main
theories and the authoritative texts

Teaching Lectures, Discussions, Assignments, Workshop

/Learning All should be presented by using LMS (As PowerPoint

Activities: presentation), Using web search and self-studies methods.

Assessment Written exam (100 marks) or written exam (80 marks) +

Strategy: assignments (20marks) at end of the academic year.
Recommended o Dutt, N., (1978), Buddhist Sects in India, Motilal Banarsidass,
Reading: Delhi.Bapat.

e P.V., Two Thousand Five Hundred Years of Buddhism, Motilal
Banarsidass, Delhi.

o e aBSS 88, B8BSed, (1996), DEedd cwIdvIs. @RIER Ynmew,
O2IER.

o 00WF0, s, (2005), §E QgePed 8O DEwImIs &P, ecBOE.

o ©RZBI BB, edDrednd®, (1976), OLBR @9l Bam wdycis,
eMER.

o NBHIDD B8, @@0ged, (1976), GO Owiim gewed, Qeretss 5%
[SIONGIO)

o CE 88, asimnthed, (1970), ®®acima, HnEeGe®nId).

Course Code: BUPH 28214

Compulsory/ Compulsory

Optional:

Course Name: Buddhist Analysis of Mind and Abhidhamma Studies
Intended At the completion of this course unit, the student will be able to
Learning
Outcomes:

» define the meaning and contextual usage of Buddhist
psychological terms.

» distinguish the dependent nature of mind and body.

Y

explain the interconnectivity of citta, mano, vififiana

» identify the utility of mental discipline.




» point out that mindfulness is useful for success and retain
memory.

» discuss the therapeutic significance of Buddhist meditation.

» develop an inclination to reduce harmful practices and habits,

» use Buddhist therapeutic methods to solve mental
problems.

» Describe the value of Buddhist psychoanalysis

> identify the Abhidhammic literature belonging to different
schools of Abhidhammic thought.

> examine the fundamental Abhidhammic concepts.

» outline the causes that led to the development of
Abhidhammic teachings.

> illustrate the formation of the individual and the different
elements of existence.

» compare and contrast various Abhidhamic teachings.

> evaluate the significance of Abhidhammic teachings to
develop new theories of the world of phenomena.

» demonstrate familiarity with the major concepts, theoretical
perspectives, empirical findings, and historical trends in
Abhidhammic teachings.

Course Content

The basis of Buddhist Psychology, The analysis of Buddhist terms
referring to mental conditions: citta, mano, vififiana, Buddhist
analysis of vififiana, interconnection between mind and body; The
Buddhist analysis of perception, sensation and volition, The
Buddhist methods of meditation; cittanupassana and introspection;
parapsychological powers taught in Buddhism, Buddhist definitions
of abhininia, pariina, panna, dhyana and samapatti, Buddhist
definitions of personality, The analysis of mind and matter, and the
classifications of personality, place of psychoanalysis found in the
Buddbhist teachings.

The teachings of the Pali canon and the philosophical concepts of
the Buddhist schools which influenced the origin of Abhidharma,




philosophical and psychological importance of the analysis of citta,
cetasika and ripa in the theravada Abhidhamma, The Abhidharma-
pizaka literature of the theravada and sarvastivada, methods of
analysis and synthesis of the Abhidharma, pafifatti, paramattha
and the theory of two truths; Main teachings and dharmavada of
sarvastivada Abhidharma; Abhidharmic theories of moment and
atom, difference between sarvastivada and theravada Abhidammic
teachings

Teaching Lectures, Discussions, Assignments, Workshop
/Learning All should be presented by using LMS (As PowerPoint
Activities: presentation), Using web search and self-studies methods.
Assessment Written exam (100 marks) or written exam (80 marks) +
Strategy: assignments (20marks) at end of the academic year.
Recommended e De Silva, Padmasiri., (1979), An Introduction to Buddhist Psychology,
Reading: Macmillan, London.

e Rhys, Davids, Mrs., (1924), Buddhist Psychology, Luzac, London.

e Karunadas, Y. (2010). The Theravada Abhidhamma; Its Inquiry into the
Nature of Conditioned Reality, Centre of Buddhist Studies, The
University of Hong Kong.

o auBic 88, ewmisiodmBiess, (1996), ¢Hb@s ed»® Edmwz ¢,
O3mesd.

o BEeisdm, @we®, (1995), ¢Bb® @lrw, DO(EICHD Y Grewds,
©O2IER.

o EXeXIODD B8, @O, 1 QRove™IBI, wOB®, (2010), ERIL
OoiScrs B8, @18 gmam, 83055

o ©»O3qi0DB, WB®eEm, (2006), eI Cez0d¢s) Hedaw,  BCeBd
sam, EHEBoe.




Course Code: BUPH 28224

Compulsory/ Compulsory

Optional:

Course Name: Buddhist Ethics and Social Philosophy
Intended At the completion of this course unit, the student will be able to
Learning ] » distinguish the difference between ethics and morality.
Outcomes:

>
>

YV V. V V V

vV V V V V V V V V VY

A\

examine the scope and mission of Buddhist ethics.

describe how attitudes can be changed through ethical
teachings and persuasion towards morality

point out the Buddhist contribution to modern philosophy.
develop human qualities.

respect humanity and love environment.

distinguish the significance of Buddhist criteria of ethics.
examine the Buddhist teachings on freedom and social
welfare.

follow an ethical way of life.

apply Buddhist teaching to create a harmonious society.
identify the field of Buddhist social philosophy.

illustrate the Buddhist theory of Buddhist social philosophy.
point out the causalities of social issues.

recall the Buddhist qualities of leadership-responsibility.
develop good attitudes towards society.

distinguish the significance of religious harmony and justice.
apply Buddhist teaching to resolve present social problems.
analyze and solve a variety of social problems from a Buddhist
perspective

evaluate the role of Buddha as a social philosopher.
demonstrate flexibility, adaptability and independence in
order to engage productively with a changing social,

cultural and religious environment

Course Content

The definitions of ethics, field of study related to ethics, the nature

scope and objectives of Buddhist ethics, Buddhist attitude towards




the other contemporary religious traditions and their ethical codes in
India, law and ethics, criteria of morally wholesome and
unwholesome, good and bad, right and wrong; the difference
between pufifia (meritorious) and kusala actions, moral causation,
self-culture and altruism, duty and obligation, the freedom and
responsibility, ethics and social welfare, and ethics and nibbana,
distinguish characteristics of ethics prescribed for laity and clergy.

The field of social philosophy, similarities and special features
between social philosophy and sociology, Indian social background
at the time of the Buddha, the role of the Buddha as a social
philosopher of the contemporary society, basis of Buddhist social
philosophy, Buddhist attitude on social injustice and oneness of
humankind, individual and the economic system of society, progress
and deterioration of the society, Buddhist attitude towards politics,
law, crime and punishment. Relevance of Buddhist teachings in
solving the present social problems, relationship between the order of
the sangha and the laity

Teaching Lectures, Discussions, Assignments, Workshop
/Learning Al should be presented by using LMS (As PowerPoint
Activities: presentation), Using web search and self-studies methods.
Assessment Written exam (100 marks) or written exam (80 marks) +
Strategy: assignments (20marks) at end of the academic year.
Recommended o Jayatilleka, K.N., (1972), Ethics in Buddhist Perspective, Buddhist
Reading: Publication Society, Kandy.

e Saddhatissa Thero, H., (1970), Buddhist Ethics, Allen & Unwin, London.

o BOBO®, (2009), @R GDICALO, Jbed GeeBn IR v,
e2MER.

o ©ge&s, 8. 8, (1997), fnloaO wdpdrO%u, 850 ®E @OIDBIRS,

e2MER.
o Ocgeend, & 8, v duBcem, o). 953, (1960), ngyiuh yd cd;s m%Yakh"

rdcH Ndld @¢eobme®5390, emie®.
o ODoedaestns, 05389, (2000), fnloaO iudc o%Ykh" fnload O%udpd%h
UNd.h, B0 @esz @@imBsio@s, @2ER.

o PG, »BceED, (1999), ngyoyu iudc toHd] yd ck Od;h, @B
520Re @], DIDIGTNE




Course Code: BUPH 38214

Compulsory/ Compulsory

Optional:

Course Name: Metaphysical Propositions and Interreligious Understanding
Intended At the completion of this course unit, the student will be able to
Learning . .

Outcomes: » define the metaphysical terms.

» examine the nature of metaphysical issues.

» survey the limitations of metaphysical concepts.

» understand reality from different perspectives and examine that
different

A\

people define issues in different ways

Y

point out the logical foundation of the metaphysical propositions.

Y

find out a logical foundation for consideration of metaphysical
concepts of denial.

recognize, express, and analyze arguments in metaphysics
examine the significance of Buddhist teachings on metaphysics.

compare and contrast different theories of metaphysics.

YV V V VY

summarize and explain difficult ideas and of metaphysical
concepts

» recognize and appreciate the contours of religious difference

Course Content

Introduction to metaphysics and its definitions; metaphysical
propositions and explanations regarding the nature of the world,
Some metaphysical proposition prevalent at the time of the
Buddha; mahabrahma, mahapurusa, milahetu, visvattma,
Jjagadatma, mahabraman, Siva , visnu etc. Metaphysical
propositions in other religions, dasa ayakata and Buddhist
attitude towards them. isvaravada and the Buddhist concept on
the God and gods, the soul theory and Buddhist criticism of it,
kamma, re-incarnation and re-becoming; deliverance and
nibbana, eternity and impermanence

Teaching Lectures, Discussions, Assignments, Workshop
/Learning All should be presented by using LMS (As PowerPoint
Activities: presentation), Using web search and self-studies methods.
Assessment Written exam (100 marks) or written exam (80 marks) +

Strategy:

assignments (20marks) at end of the academic year.




Recommended
Reading:

Dharmasiri, G., (1974), Buddhist Critique of the Christian Concept of God,
Colombo.

Joshi, L.N., (1970), Buddhism and Hinduism, Kandy.

Boddm, BABD. &, (1970), e@vdl od®d somdsem, eR9dd 9530 Gmiam,
®0590.

Jecewnmd, enEe®:s @53, (1963), Qce@cn @i SPe@u, eRICR P3O
IO, OHHDC.

QBOEB, qencoE, (1970), ¢lbnFm gam, glviss  GIRD
©cslmed®53nd, emIed.

de B8, e, (1995). feod deog VOO, @RI  wotdmaSm
OB E, HESIE.

Bedosds, aimsic, (2003), @108 ¢ruI@©D¢, emIEd.

Course Code:

BUPH 38224

Compulsory/
Optional:

Compulsory

Course Name:

Buddhist Epistemology, Logic and Western Thought

Intended
Learning
Outcomes:

At the completion of this course unit, the student will be able to

>
>

\4

vV V. V V V VY

identify the sources of human knowledge.

point out the difference between belief and truth.

point out that knowledge acquired through endeavor exceeds
the common knowledge.

discuss the qualitative significance of human knowledge.
identify the fundamental of Buddhist epistemology and logic.
define the logical terms in Buddhist teachings.

point out the logical theories reflected in Buddhist teachings.
examine the later development of Buddhist thought.
appreciate the Buddhist attitude towards the authority and
reason.

justify the Buddhist theory of knowledge and examine the
basic teachings of western philosophy.

compare and contrast empiricism and rationalism.

identify the rationalists and empiricists elements found in the
Buddhist teachings.

point out that the Buddhist theory of knowledge is based on
dependent origination.




» ascertain the practical humanitarian trends in Buddhism
discernible when compared with western thought.

» identify the most logical and reasonable practice to be
followed is the Buddhist teaching for success in this world
and the world beyond.

» evaluate the Buddhist teachings on the analysis of mind and
its ethical significance.

Course Content

Usage of the term “anumana” (inference); its definitions in the
Buddhist texts on logic, triripalinga, hetvabhdasa, svarthanumana,
pararthanumana (Syllogism), usage of catuskorika and its later
developments, Buddhist attitude towards authority and reason,
perception and extra-sensory perception; empiricist trends, theory of
two truths and its epistemological basis, language, truth and

meaning; knowledge and its limitations, undeclared questions.

Buddhist critique on the concepts of the God, gods and the theory
of soul, Buddhist attitude towards empiricism and sensory
perception, The rationalism and the Buddhist theory of knowledge,
The pragmatism and the Buddhist concept of kamma; The psycho -
analysis and the Buddhist analysis of mind, ethics and the Buddhist
path, Parapsychology and the Buddhist spiritual development, The

aesthetics and the Buddhist attitude towards righteous enjoyment

Teaching Lectures, Discussions, Assignments, Workshop
/Learning Al should be presented by using LMS (As PowerPoint
Activities: presentation), Using web search and self-studies methods.
Assessment Written exam (100 marks) or written exam (80 marks) +
Strategy: assignments (20marks) at end of the academic year.
Recommended Stcherbatsky, F., (1962), Buddhist Logic I and 11, New York.
Reading: Jayatilleka, K.N., (1963), Early Buddhist Theory of Knowledge, London.

QencD, aib. 8., (1983), 282 b @t ©I ©108c Db et
e2MER.
o OIS B8, »o»w®B3wewvd, (1953), Dy F2E, LIOIET DwID59,
@med.
o ©IDBIE BB, wr0m0), (1992), @0 23505, ToE 3L, @HIvE.
o BCED, odo88, (1963), cobwm @r0g, BesiEemid GLemEw, D(ELRw.
VOB, genene, (1970), colbwdBed gafen, lBLIdD) LDIOD
@cslme®sInd, emIed.







